26 THE HISTORY OF THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE
Theodora, childless daughters of Constantine VIII, gave the
supreme authority to a succession of mediocre rulers. The
extinction of the Macedonian family was followed by a
period of disastrous anarchy (1057-81) which lasted until
the advent of the Comneni. This period was significant for
the fortunes of Byzantium; it sets the stage for the conclud-
ing scenes of the drama, Norman adventurers and Seljuk
Turks make their appearance; the Western powers take the
offensive against Islam; the Italian seaports extend the range
of their commerce. The East Roman Empire suffered an
eclipse all the more striking by reason of its recent glories.
Seldom had the personal influence of its rulers been more
clearly demonstrated than in the contrast between the effec-
tive if high-handed methods of Basil II, and the unfortunate
compromises of his successors.
The outstanding service rendered by the house of Mace-
don had been the healing of the wounds left in the body
politic by the Iconoclast dispute. Basil I had perceived the
danger which lay in a final separation of the Roman and the
Orthodox Churches, and had deposed Photius, the Patri-
arch, at a time when a breach with Rome was threatened by
his aggressive personality. Successive emperors had main-
tained their supremacy in Church affairs, despite the steady
growth of ecclesiastical wealth and monastic influence. A
contrast is seen in the events which culminated in the
schism of 1054. Once more a conflict had arisen between
Pope and Patriarch; but no Basil sat upon the throne. The
Emperor Constantine IX, well-intentioned but feeble of
character, was powerless to control his formidable Patriarch,
Michael Cerularius, and the gradual estrangement of Greeks
and Latins, accentuated by differences of language, ritual,
and organization, resulted in a dramatic rupture. Politi-
cal and personal ambition formed the real obstacle to reunion,
for no fundamental dogmatic principles separated the two
Churches, or prevented co-operation between the rank and
file. But Byzantium was destined to rue bitterly her decision,
when in the following century the help of the hated West-
erners became necessary to her existence.
East Rome, a vulnerable Empire of heterogeneous terri-
tories and peoples, had preserved her integrity only by sub-